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BARGER DOUBTS BARBER/RAMSEY THEORY bv Gary Mack 


By letter to G. Robert Blakey dated February 18, 1983, acoustic scientist James Barger has completed the first 
determine the validity of the Dallas Police tapes and his work for the HSCA. 


two-part assault to 


The six page letter consists of five sections: the first restates the Barber theory and Ramsey Panel confirmation, followed by four 
specific recommendations for further study. Since the contents are fairly technical, here are summaries with added explanations- 
Barber/Ramsey theory and conclusions: Barger notes that the Ramsey Panel Report is in two parts: the Barber theory and the 
Panels opinions about the BBN Report to the HSCA; he adds “Only within the former part do we find important and original 
information. ^ 

Barger then restated the Barber theory, that because of the timing of a phrase heard on both channels simultaneously, the “shot” 
sounds occurred about one minute after the assassination actually took place. Barger agrees that the phrase, spoken by Sheriff Bill 
Decker, is identical on both recordings. However, he doubts that the theory is proven because of “some enigmatic features” of the Chan- 
nel 2 recording which could not have been simultaneously recorded on Channel 1. 

Noting that the Panel did not examine the several items of evidence that corroborated our original findings,” he stands by his original 
work and suggests further analysis to prove or disprove the Barber theory. If it cannot be proven, more studies can increase the con- 
ndence m his original work. 


Originality and integrity of the DPD recordings: As I’ve written before. Dr. Barger doubts the recordings located by the HSCA are the 
originals. Here he lists four studies which can easily answer that question. While not mentioned in the letter, Barger has done some and 
perhaps all, of them; naturally, he would not be recommending specific studies if he didn’t already know what the answers would’ be 
All four studies involve the 60 cycle power hum, which is present, to some extent, in every audio recording. There is evidence of at least 
two different hum tones, which proves the recordings are copies. Curiously, the Ramsey Panel could have done these studies but chose 
not to, even though Barger informed the members of the apparent J: : -- 


Specifically the shape and direction of the power hum can be examined by phase demodulation and a search for discontinuities (breaks) 
m both recordings. One of them occurs at the very start of Chief Curry’s first post assassination command to “Go to the hospital ” The 
beginning seems to be cut off, either by a splice (which can only be done on tape, not a disc or belt recording), or an overdub (which 
again, can only be produced on professional equipment like that in a recording studio). 

If these four studies show the DPD recordings to be originals, writes Barger, then the Barber theory is true and further study need not 
be done. If not true, then the next three groups of studies should strengthen the work of BBN for the HSCA. 

Enhanced echo pattern matching: “Owing to time and funding limitations, our original study devoted only about three days to the pro- 
cess of matching the [test shot] echo patterns with the sound patterns...on the DPD recording.” The matching procedure called a 
crosscorrelation, is laborious, time-consuming work. BBN was able to get 2592 matches (8HSCA94), but a computer can ultimately 
f e nnnnnn ^ m ° re ! nassive a™ 011111 of data - [n *is section, Dr. Barger recommends computer assisted matching which would weld 
J.UUU.UUU crosscorrelations and significantly increase the confidence level of his earlier work. 

The Weiss and Aschkenasy analysis: Again “owing to time and funding limitations,” a significant study was not attempted for the 
HSCA-the advanced procedure developed by Mark Weiss and Ernest Aschkenasy. Their analysis pinpointed the source of the third 
snot, but not the other three. Their methodology, urges Barger, should be applied to those shots too. 

Since “there is little doubt about the origin” of the other shots (an upper floor of the TSBD), the W&A approach would also reveal any 
inconsistencies. For example, if any of the shots were found to come from an illogical location, either the tape or the BBN Report could 
be seriously doubted. Since the motorcycle locations are also found by the echo matches, they, too, should be in a logical position in 
Dealey Plaza as already determined by Barger’s earlier work. In other words, the W&A analysis is a check on the work of BBN 
Compatibility with non-acoustic evidence: Here Dr. Barger lists four additional areas for further study. The first is a new comparison 
of the shot timing with the Zapruder film. Although three of these “jiggle analyses” were performed for the HSCA, they were made in- 
dependent of the acoustics evidence and before the timing was known. Barger suggests either the muzzle blast or shock wave could have 
jiggled the camera, rather than Zapruder’s “startle reflex” causing a blur. It’s an interesting theory which could make sense out of the 
film’s many blurs. 

The second study in this section concerns the motorcycle speed. While unable to measure its speed for the HSCA by the sound of the 
engine, Barger believes it can be done. This would show whether the speed is consistent with being in Dealey Plaza and slowing down for 
the two turns. Barger also correctly notes that the obvious motorcycle slowdown about 3 seconds before the first shot is completely incon- 
sistent with the Barber/Ramsey scenario, which requires it to be speeding up Stemmons at that precise moment. 

The third suggested study is of the siren sounds about two minutes after the BBN shots. As I detailed in Coverups 5, a second 
microphone near the Trade Mart probably picked up those sirens. Barger noted a change in pitch as the sirens passed-the familiar Dop- 
pler effect on sound coming from a moving source. The amount of pitch change over a period of time can be measured and that data can 
determine the speeds and distances “of the motorcycle and the siren vehicle.” This information will be very helpful in understanding the 
many relevant sounds on the DPD recordings. 

Finally, Barger’s fourth recommendation is a study of the photographic evidence showing McLain in Dealey Plaza. So far the best 
evidence is the Zapruder film as detailed in Coverups 6, which Barger received just days after writing his letter. 



In conclusion, Barger estimates the cost of these studies at $300,000. He adds that the Ramsey Report lists 13 studies which could be 
pursued, and he has incorporated ail but three in his letter to Blakey (the three would not yield any new or different information not 
already addressed by either Barger or Ramsey). 

It s important to emphasize that Barger does not wish to do this work himself, but will discuss his ideas with whatever scientists are 
selected. He believes the analyses are fairly simple and the results will be more acceptable if presented by an independent group. 

This all leaves me puzzled and more than a little suspicious why the Ramsey Panel didn’t follow Barger’s suggestions and didn’t do any 
of their own recommended studies. Why the hell did the Panel waste nearly two years and $25,000 to release a Report on' an incomplete 
study? 

DMN 3-17-83 


First witnesses describe 
attack on James Earl Ray 



FWST 3-8-83 


New spying policy 
for FBI is under fire 
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3 convicted 
of stabbing 


King's slayer 



The jury returned the verdict at 3:55 p.m. EST 
after deliberating two hours Thursday night and 
hours Friday. 


• Defense. lawyers, who complained that pro- 
secutors excluded blacks from the jury . said they 



A half-dozen plainclothes policemen whisked 
Ray into the sealed courtroom Thursday to testi- 
fy as the state's final witness. 

Ray, 55. told; the jury. “I don't knov^any ofthe 

Ray blamed the attack on former Warden Her- 
man Davis, saying Davis knew it was planned and 

before it started. Ray claims the stabbing was 
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WHO WAS REALLY IN OSWALD’S GRAVE? Part 2 6yGa „ Mack 

Part 1 ended with the events of November 19, 1982, when the observations of Paul Groody and Alan Baumoard- 
ne r became public. Prior to that time, none of us who knew their story could talk about it. 

Groody’s attitude changed considerably. At one time extremely hesitant, he was now eager to explain every 
detail, no matter how small. Even Baumgardner, who owns and operates two prosperous funeral homes and who 
certainly doesn t need this kind of publicity, agreed to talk on the record. 

I must emphasize again that neither gentleman has charged, or will charge that a body or skull switch took 
place. But they did see signs that a switch may have been made. 

When the vault covering the coffin was unearthed, everything looked normal. But when the workers went to lift 
up the vault lid it came off easily. The lid had been sealed with tar in 1963 and the air was supposed to have been 
hnH!ft?,l?iH t c t m h h S neaf Y <;° m P lete vacuum was one of the reasons Groody had always been confident that the 
b dy , b ^ ' n excel lan t cond ition. However, the seal had been broken and rather than having to use ham- 

mers and chisel 6 (as expected), the lid just slipped off. While not really mysterious, it was unusual 
Inside the observers noted significant damage to the casket. The top side, just above and behind the head, 
Th i S missmg piece was about 18 inches long and 3 to 4 inches wide; it had not fallen inside the 
coffin or outside— it was gone. Perhaps it had been somehow damaged when the coffin and vault were lowered 
into the grave and someone kept it as a souvenir. , 

m th M °£ en L n9 ’, ?J°? dy ’ Baumgardner and the others could see the skull and upper skeleton of Lee 

Harvey Oswald. Much of the body had rotted away because the bottom of the vault had cracked, allowing water 
to seep in. According to several of those present, much of the tension and excitement quickly disappeared, for 
there had been very real fears that no body was in the grave; indeed, Marina had agreed to the exhumation not 
because of fddowes impostor theory, but because newly declassified documents and some peculiar occur- 
rences in 1964 made her think the grave might be empty. 

There had been legitimate concern for security, although there is no known attempt to remove the body (the 
headstone was stolen m the mid-sixties and recovered in Oklahoma). Early in 1964 several people suggested the 
body should be moved to a more secure location or cremated. The ideas were considered, briefly, by members of 
deM^rattons e'nded) SIOn ’ ^ ^ W3S suddenly dr °PP ed (available documents do not indicate why or how 

Eariy in Spring 1964, Marina was asked to sign a form authorizing installation of a burglar alarm system at the 
gravesite. Without reading it, she signed the agreement and forgot about it until 1979 when the cremation 
documents came to her attention. At the exhumation site, no evidence of any alarm system was found and to 
this day, she and others wonder what she signed. The paper has never surfaced 
When Oswald’s body was brought to Baylor Medical Center for the examination, both undertakers, especially 
Baumgardner, got a good look at the remains. Groody’s only closeup look was when he was brought into the 
room, at Marina s request, to identify the rings Oswald was buried with. In 1963 Marina had tried to put her wed- 
ding ring on Lee s ring finger, but it wouldn’t slide past the first joint. She asked Groody for help, but he couldn’t 
198l Py bett6r ' S ° the r ' n9 W3S slipped onto the little finger of the left band, and that’s where Groody found it in 

,„hln alS0 n i° ted t !l a * °® wald ’ s ri 9 ht hand had twisted into a badly deformed position, a fairly normal occurrence 
when muscles and tendons dry out. 

O nolmh U t ?i! Q G t r00dy t WaS .K Cl ? S i t0 ! h ®, 1 b0dy for only a few seconds, and in the room for less than a minute, he had 
enough time to notice that the skull was completely intact. After the examination, Groody and Baumgardner 
returned to the room to place the remains in a body bag and into a new coffin 

hooH°° d H S J ay !^ at ! he fOQt ° f tl ? e c ° rpse and did"’ 1 real| y get to see the skull. But Baumgardner stayed at the 
head, and he did get a good look He, too, saw the skull close enough to note that it was completely intact. 
«oI W °h niz lat ® r - Gro °dy c al| ed Marina to tell her that as far as he and Baumgardner were concerned, everything 
seemed OK and the questions had been firmly answered. They didn’t know of any reason to doubt that the body 
was that of the real Lee Harvey Oswald. 

. f T^ dayS late *’ Gr00dyand Baumgardner were talking together about the exhumation when Alan sudden- 

y o£ C l led th ®. 1 craniotomy. When they received the body from Parkland Hospital after Dr. Earl Rose’s autopsy in 
1963, they noticed that a cranial had been performed: the top of the skull had been sawed off for removal of the 
bram. And Groody had prepped the skull for viewing-he was the one who cleaned out the skull, packed it with a 
little cotton and a lot of sawdust-like material, then put the skullcap back on and pulled the scalp over it He then 
sewed up the scalp to hold it together. ^ 

a h^Mt glU H e ’^i reS HL pinS had been used - Now ’ forthe first time ' Gro °dy and Baumgardner had second thoughts 
aDout wnat they had seen. 

The y knew that the line of the craniotomy cut should have been very visible to everyone who saw the skull And 

iStactaT S f h t°h Uld ha , Ve h fa l len ° ff J n the c , offin before anyone touched it. Not only was the skull 
hi fmn i^f + y ’ 5, °’ the scalp had rotted away, leaving no visible mark. Both men were frightened by 

the implications of what they didn t see, and wondered why no one had said anything during the examination 
Next month, m Part 3, the color videotapes of the examination and over 100 “missing” still pho^ogSphs! 



(DID LEE HARVEY OSWALD DROP ACID? 


j — . New evidence suggests he 

j SrtB^ftd^d among soldiers given LSD 

“ Jeff Cohen in a CIA test program 





Baker students shadow 
Kennedy assassination 


BY DON WININGHAM 
J-W Staff Writer 



CAN YOU FORGET HOW TO SPELL YOUR MOTHER’S NAME? by Jack white 

You probably know your mother’s name as well as your own. You probably learned to spell it at a very early age. It was easy 
it e^ily ai ^d ^e^w^o^ got™ ^ ** ^ ^ 3 name Hke Ste P hanie or Marguerite, you probably mastered 

Suppose it was Stephanie and you always spelled it correctly. But then, at age 17 you joined the armed forces for a couple 
of years and later went to a foreign country; then suppose at age 23, after returning to this country, you spelled your mother’s 
name phonetically... Stef anny! Does that seem unlikely to you? 

Well, consider the case of Lee Harvey Oswald and his two passport applications (WC Cadigan Exhibits No. 3 & 10, 
reproduced above) On September 4, 1959, on the reverse side of his passport application form, 19-year-old Lee Harvey 
Oswald correctly listed his mother’s name as Marguerite C. Oswald (XIX, 269). 

On June 24, 1963, a second Oswald passport application was filled in by a 23-year-old man in New Orleans, and in the space 
tor mothers maiden name he wrote Margrete ’Clavier! (XIX, 284). 

This perfect Phonetic spelling of a difficult name might be expected of a foreigner... but a son would never spell his mother’s 
name phonetically! Of almost equal significance is the spelling of her maiden name, “ Clavier ”, since Lillian Murret 
Marguerite s sister, spelled it C-L-A-V-E-R-I-E in her testimony (VIII, 92). Perhaps there is an excuse for misspelling this 
unusual family name but never the mother s given name! Spelling of “Margrete” instead of “Marguerite” is just one of the 
many reasons why I believe the young man in New Orleans and Dallas who came from Russia with a Russian wife was not the 
same person who knew how to spell his mother’s name in 1959 before going to Russia! 

Further study of these two exhibits shows several other interesting anomalies: 

1959.. .Father’s name.. .Robert E. Lee Oswald 

1963.. .Father's name...Robert Lee Oswald 

1959.. .Father’s birthdate...Dec. 8, 1908 

1963.. .Father’s birthdate...l895!!H 

1959.. .Mother’s birthdate...July 3, 1909 

1963-Mother’s bi rthdate. . . 1 907! ! ! ! 

Additional interesting anomalies: the misspelling of Marina Oswald’s maiden name as “Prossakava” instead of Prusakova 
and the impossible wedding date of “April 31 1961” on the 1963 application. 

A foreigner might not appreciate the “southern” significance of the name “Robert E. Lee” but the young marine Oswald 
was proud enough of it to put it on the 1959 application. And would a true son move his father’s birthdate back 13 years and 
Ins mother s back 2 years? To believe that (and that a son can’t spell his own mother’s name) is to believe the Warren Report 
and other fairy tales. 

It’s time to end the government coverup of the identities of Lee Harvey Oswald, “Lee Harvey Oswald” and Alek J. Hidell. 
Twenty years have passed, and what difference can it make now to “national security”? 




NBC NEWS SAYS HINCKLEY ADMITS CONSPIRACY by Gary Mack 

Like most researchers who’ve studied the Reagan shooting, I’m far from convinced that Hinckley did it alone. Most of the major 
a " h C °Tv, C ? n M haVe been J ec ° unted in 1981 and earl V 1982 issues of The Continuing Inquiry (and should, perhaps, be 
updated and combined here). Now some of the government’s “secret” evidence is starting to come out 
On February 14 1983, just one day after Hinckley’s failed “suicide" attempt, NBC Nightly News revealed for the first time some of his 
d’ ary notes from the summer of 1981. These were the notes which the court ruled had been seised improperly bj tSfpS guards and 
Tosn th ® refore - ‘nadmissaMe in the tnal. The first part of the NBC story detailed how Hinckley had stalked Carter in 1979 andReagan 
1980. Here is the verbatim transcript of the broadcast, with material that annexed on rami >n in 


198 9, H f re is tke verbatim transcript of the broadcast, with material that appeared on camera in parentheses: 

There s another story in the Hinckley papers, something the FBI has investigated and does not believe. Something Hinckley 
sometimes has said is true, sometimes said is not. Hinckley wrote There were 8 other people involved in the plots to kill President Carter 
and President Reagan. I was anything but a lone gunman on March 30, 1981.’ 

H ‘"J :kley wrot ®. the plot began ” ith a classified ad he placed in Soldier of Fortune magazine in the summer of 1979 — this ad, asking 
* ‘ ° ‘ ^ fedupw ‘ th the cowardly, ineffective Republican Party? Write N.F.P. 2404 10th No. 208 Lubbock, TX 

itSs ( ; AD B NC H RT MV S Ri°R y T olZ ^ T n he Said r h ® met thr ° Ugh that ad ’ like ** entry for Inaugural Da V’ with the cryptic in- 
ihPRi?’ ^ G ’i f T ’ M BP ' Back o" 20th after learning of no troops.’) Hinckley did mention one last name (‘Troppman and I’), a man 
the FBI looked for and never could find. A man we could not find existed either. ’ 

"J/T FBI f0 ™ d r n0 . evidence of any conspiracy. It concluded Hinckley did act alone. At times Hinckley has told his psychiatrist his con- 
wnr^p y TW “ By . t ^ eph ?. ne Iast week Hinckley told NBC News 'I can cjnly say for now it’s fiction. I don’t want to make it any 

worse. I hat was four days before his suicide attempt. f 

me'Hinckley sounded worried about his papers becoming public. He said This will open up a can of worms. It’s just going to lead to a big 
Investigators say Hinckley left no suicide note, no explanation for the attempt on his own life. James Polk, NBC News, Washington.” 
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